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Surat, June 23.~The Prime Minister yesterday
suggested that the people should not press for higher

wages for a few years,
Addressing a mammoth meeting here, Mr Nehru

said he agreed that wages needed to be increased but it
was necessary to remember that the country was poor
and very large numbers were going hungry, If funds
were diverted to pay more emoluments these very large
numbers would continue to suffer for lack of funds.

Th' Prime Minister gava the nation a new slogan **3j
parish ram kal labh” ( toil today for to-morrow’s prosp-
erity ) . '

The Prime Minister, who is on a tour of Surat
district, told the meeting: I am sure the future of th:
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country is bright but we must work and work hard.”

Mr Nebru hoped the nation would reach the take-
off stage within the next 10 years.

The Prime Minister added that India ceuld not hope

to make progress *“if we do not try to keep pacs with the
present scientific age.”

He said the United States and the Soviet Union had -

become powerful countries and had increased. their agric-
ultural industrial production by proper application of

science. -
CASTE SYSTEM

He said another factor which hampered progress in
India was the caste system, This caste system must go
and everyone should think himgelf as an Indian first.

‘Mr Nebru said: “We are trying to give more pow-
ers to village panchayats by providing greater administ-
rative facilities to the villages, We have also community
development projects which are working in the same

direction so that we may be able to work on a more solid
basis.”

He added that communal parties like the Jan Sangh
and the RSS came in the way of progress of the country
because their policies were such that they would keep the
country static,

Later while visiting an exhibition of zari goods and
art silk dcsigns and other handicrafis of Surat organized
by the Surat Chamber of Commerce, Mr Nehru said
industries benefited the country. India wanted large,
medium and small-scale industries. ‘I would like to
have not hundreds or thousand but lakhs of small units
springing up all over the country.” he said. —PTL
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