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President Johnson’s Proclamation

For Thanks giving Day

Thanksgiving did not become an established
holiday until 1863 whea Abraham Lincoln issu-
ed a proclamation making it such. Thaaksgiving
fa'ls on the fourth Thursday in November.

This year,President Johnson, in bis procla-
mation said:
« A the harvest seasoa draws to a close and our

store houses bulge with the bounty of the land
it is our desire to observe, in the custom and
tradition of our forenars, a speci=1 day dedica~
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ted to giving thanks to God—3 day on Which \ o
|

to lay 'laside our daily tasks and cares and pay
joyous homage to Hijm, ‘We are impelled to
raise our voices in His praise and to proclaim |
our heartfelt gratitude . for another year in |
which we have been blessed with a bountifyl
harvest, with imé“ectual, humani’tarian; econo-
mic, scientific and technical advances and ach-
ie\)emenfcs and with other gains too h_umerous
to mention, - - ' ‘
“Al‘théu‘gh we have been blessed with unsur-
passed prosperity, we recognise - that poverty
and want exist throughout the world—even i, ‘
among us—and we pledge ourselves to the ery- : ‘
dication of those evils...... . \ - E
“ . On this day. let us gather in oyr homes ’ |
‘and'in our places of ership_' and in other suit- ‘ |
able places to give thanks to God for His graci-
ousness and His generosity to us— to pledge to
Him our ever-lasting devotion—to beseeck His .
divine guidsnce and the wisdom and‘strehgth' -
10 recognise and follow that guidance—and to
Pray to Him that the forces of evil, violence {

 indifference, intoler ance and the inhumanity -
| may soon vanish from the face of the earth and,
that peace, reason, understanding and good- :*‘
will may reign supreme throughout the world.”
American Reporter November 25; 1964 r
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