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T8 A SI-F1q IqH Fr o § | IW g
Frar aifas & g7 a9 fawa FT a1 agiae g3
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DAYAL YOGA

PART 1

The birth of a Saint

Data Dayal Maharishi Shivbrat
Lal Varmanji Maharaj

was the manifestation of pure-spirit

We have slieady mentioned the most sacred
dzy of February 1860 A. D, Mahashivaratri when
one of the Greatest S.int an intellectual, talenied
genius born was (Born is misnomer, as Saints
from tbe puce spirits Fount-Head manifest or
descend to Barth) in a noble Zamindar Srivastav
Kaisth famil:, The entire family tree represents
intcllectuslity. All were educated, cultured and God
fearing mep and women, Because it was the day

¢ 2 )




(3)

of Shiv Puja, the infant (Saint) was named Shiv
Brat Lal, “Stiv’® represents Lerd Stiva, #“Brat”
reflecis festing (seif den'al on  Shiv Worship day
and ‘Lal” can mean a divine gif or a diamond,
It was a most 2ppropriate pame spiritually and
symbolically, The name as is apparent had all the
qualities of godliness and religious s* ntimentality,
This aspect coupied with the auspiciousness of the
day dedicated and appropriated to one of the deities
of Hindu Trinity produced a unique electrifying
and goricus Divise Personality, Shiv Shakti of
Hindu Trinity meens prosperity and happiness, It
repiesents Tamc-Gun ap attribute which signifies
and means involun‘ary a tions end their regularity
gives prosperity and happiness, Tam also means
static, akin to sound skep, trance or samadhi,
There aic various aspects of Samadhi, Shiv
Samadhi is the real Samadhi complete and finaj,
So every thing was predetermined and predestined
for the infant saint, No wonder it f:ll to his Jot
to collect all data about Saints, Upaishads, Hindu
Shashtra and almost all religious philosophical
thought of ages past «nd of the time in which he
lived worked, sermonised and wrote, It was he
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who perfected the Saints Yoga and broad based
it scientfically. Tt remains no more a mystery except
that he has not disclosed certain vital aepects
relating to mental audition of the celestial song,
music of shabd and the centres, which still remain
the preserve of the adepti e, spiri‘ual teacher,
This is as it should be, for if it were revealed
every Johp, Dick and Harry with little common
sense would start preaching for profit and hoodwink
or cheat many innocent secekers of Truth, As it is we

find what ever Data Dayal has said and written is

being misused.

We have amidst os Ishth Yogis, predictors and
Frasad givers, Just fapey the so called preceptor
touches an article of food value and itis trans-
formed into sacred divine gift, which is supposed to
cure ali aliments, The holy power that is pushed
into it does mot take tem to twenty seconds, not
n ore than a minute, (The interpreter knows a real
Saintly Divine  personality whose prasada has
invariaby proved ¢fficacious, He is the authcr of
Dayal Yogi, He does not talk aboutit nor itis
publisked. He ncither asks people to aspire for

{
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such superstitious ideas. But those wko seek it are
gifted Prasada with love, We have verified its
efficacy in some sixty odd cases so far ., We also
have seen others touching the article of food anu
offering as Prasada. The result is anyboby’s guess,
They themselves admit its impotence, but accept
they are compelled to do so, Why do it ? We have
heard one such personality with a large following
saying ““Well, what can one doif people have blind
faith>, It is even so., What must the spiritualist
do ? (The interpreter in us feels aghast at such a
state of affiairs, Why cannot such high personalities
refuse 'to do such tamasha, 1t is felt all is done
to maintain false dignity i,e,, to avoid unpopularity).
The spiritualist will naturally refuse to perfoim sach
silly and false miracles, otherwise he is fake and

fame seeker,

We believe certain ai'ments can be cured by
f.ith, Faith healing is a science, But it cures
diseases of mentality not of the spirit or physicality.
We do know what we are talking about, We know
what Prasada means and how much efficacious it

can be and uncer what circumstances, One of the

L
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Upnishads describes the sancti 'y of Prasada and it is
linked with faith, Data Dayal has dis.oursed on it,
But human memory is toc short aud Limited; even
the gurudom of to-day isignosant, In this work,
we will confine our remarks to say “The lure of
making and asking or receiving Prasada is a
dangerous toy to play with, The earlier it is done

away with, the better for tle giver and receiver,

Itisa differcnt matter if the disciple effers some

adible in shzpe of fruit, sweet or some such sort in
utter reverence and without motive and the Gurn
accepts it, distributes it and gives a little to the
giver, 1t is useful in mire ways than one. One
must not visit a holy mar, an elder or a child empty
handed, He who does so returns without any gain,
The child will not response to his love, The elder
will turn a deaf ecar an t the Guru though ever merci-
ful will not be able to give him any thing as it
happens when he takes something which is distributed

amongst those who are present, That is Santmat, Details
in another work,

Data D yal’s life story will fill volumes, Some
day som: one will attempt and do justice, It isa

L
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long work, Material will be difficult to get except
from one source “Dayal”, We are giving glimpses
only.

The family tree is given below—

GRAND FATHER

Munshi Kavel Kishore Vakil in the Court of
Mabaraja of Benaras,

Father ; Thakur Shiv Sampat Lal Zamiader,

I
! l l | [

First Second Third son Fourth Fifih
son son Maharishi Shiv  son son
Brat Lal Jee Maharaj

Data Dayal’s birth tock place in a village called
“Kanungoyan™ District Bhacaui, Benaras State Now
called Vaianassi), He received his Elementary and
Primary education in Gianpur District Bhadaui, He
was well versed in Urdu, Hindi, Persian, Arabic and
Sanskrit, In the initial stages only He learnt Gulistan,
Bostan and Mansavi of Maulapa Rum and attained
perfectiou in these, A very great fiat, Besides he
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read Tulsidas’s Ramayana and knew it by heart,
He received his Secondary ( High School ) and
College education in Allahabad, He obtaincd His
M.A, Degree from the University of Allahabad,

Mabharishi jee was married to Shrimati Pujya
Jasodha Kanwar the eldest daughter of Munshi
Prashad Zanindar of Bandhori, District, Sachvara,
Allahabad, She gave birth to three daughters—

(1) Sahdaiji Kanwar,
(2) Chunman Devi,
and

(3) Munman Devi,

Sahdaiji Kanwar was married to Babu Har.har
Sahai Zamindar of Gorakhpur, Chunmun Devi was
married to Munshi Gauri Shankar Lal Akhtar

(Editor Mansarovar Allahabad; son of Babu Bashe..

shar Dayal of Allahabad, Munman Devi was
married to Babu Jalpa Prashad M, Sc, Professor

Kaisth Pathshala College Allahabad son of Babu
Igbal Bahadur of Benrach,

LAY
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EARLY LIFE AND SEARCH OF
REALITY

Data Dayal aftet completing His education was
appointed as Tauluqdar in the State of Rewa, He
Wwas a Faqir ax heart and liked simple living, He did
not Lke to:hve a Iif: of name, fame and high
status of those days, He Ileft the post, He went
to Culcutta for a time and devoted His thought in
the commercial fleld, That required money, He
could not get momey in time, So both the
administrative and Iudustrial fields lost a gem of
uniimited ability, means. force and energy which

could have changed the whole atmosphere of the

nation as a whole to a much better state than it is

in to-day, He returned bome, Accepted the post
of Headmastcr-ship of the Mirzapur Mission High
School, As service brings changes in place of work
(particularly in educational line in the higher group)
He was transferred from Mirzapus to Chanar,
Benaras and Barajlee, In the year 1896/97 when
he was Headmaster of the Arya Samaj High School,
He wrote dozens of books on culture and
behaviour of men and women and other religious
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works. The books were titl:d *“Our Moth rs, True
Devian (Virtuous) women), True Istarian (Women),
Hindu matain {moth-rs), Sati Britant (Narrative
of Ladies who committed suicide), vir vritant
(valrous person’s life stories) Rajasthani Vir R.n's
(valtous queens), Deeds of Rajput ladies, Invasions
of Chitaur, Prithvi Raj, Alahavdal, Hamir Hath,
Brave deeds of talented and valrous ladies of
Bharat, Ramayana, Maha Bharat, Kalyan Dharma
Biography of Bhagwan Budha’s large edition).
Sapkhaya philosophy. Yoga philosophy, Tambaku
Muadan, Ethics etc., ¢ic, These books became
very popular sooner the came out of the press.
Thousands of people read them all over the country
with approval eagerness, love and respect. These are
still very popular and the enthusiasm has in no way
diminished with the passage of time, One Wonders
if any onc man has ever written so ‘much in the
course of one year (1896/97). We asked The
Great Master in 1923 when we visited him, to
describe or explain how he managed to write so
many works in the course of one year, We we:e
young and keen to learn the hidden secret, With

all humility, which was most sinccre, We also
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enquired if the popularity, fame and name that
accompanied the publications did not create a sense
of elation in the Great Master in those days, He
smiled and went into deep meditation for some
three minutes, He opened his eyes and fonnd us
locking straight oo his face with hands on his
holy feet, We repr duce the wotds that the

Great one uttered in Urda which read as
under—

“My association with the reformist school
(Arya Samaj) gave me the urge to write about Hindu
brave women, men and explain social, moral,
religious back ground and strueture as a whole to
inculcate the sense of respect in the reformist
society which was bent upon criiticising any thing or
every thing Snatanisht (ancient Hindu a culture,
teligious philosophy etc.). Since I had no motive
of my own Nature helped me to write and attend
to my school work Yes, I dd fel elated for some
little time. but I soon recovered and controlled
myself, You must take a lesson from my personal
experence. Hazur Maharaj will ever bless you,
(Hazur Maharaj was the Great Master’s spiritual
Teacher)”, All our fortune, joys and happiness is
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his gift. He was all mercy to his foster child
disciple, It is difficult to pen such thoughts, but

all we have is his and his omnly. Nothing belongs
to vs,

The year 1901 brought a tragedy, Data Dayal’s
beloved copsort pzssed away It was the sacest occasion
of his life, He left his home and hearth and became
a Jlonely wanderer, {n his travels he reached
Hardwar where all his books were printed and
published in 8at Dharam Parcharak Press through
the help of late Mahatma Munshi Ram, The Managir
of the Press Pandit Keshav Dev Shasthri was his
friend, He lived there for some days.

At that time Mahatma Hansraj and the Great
patriot Lala Lajpat Rai’ were at Hardwar. To them
Mabharishi jee appeared visibly sad at heart due to
the sad and most untimely demise of his wife,
They thought out a plan and offered Bditorship of
the famous Arya Gazette Lahore to Mabharishi jee,
It must have been a good piece of job as Data
Dayal was a free thinker and did not live in water
tight compartments or ideologies, Data Dayal was

not only given fieedom, but was made wholely
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responsible and incharge of the Arya Gazette, That
was the time when the Aaya Samaj was passing
through a crisis, There was a stiff tug of war between
two groups that had emerged in the organisation,
They were vehemently opposed to cach other,
One party believed in veg. tarianism and the othcr
in ncn-vegerianism Both were powerful groups
and influential, Gieat danger lurked in the Arya
S maj camp, Maharishi jee’s Editorship and writings
succeeded in eliminating the dangerous split and quarred *
between the two opposing gioups on the most
imrortant question of vegetarianism and non veges
tarianism in very short space of time, hardly it >
took a few months, The hearler healed the wounds,
At least there has been no trace of this poisonous
malady since then, All bitterness vanished, Masha-
rshi jee started revealing the brighter side (good
points) of Puranic thought. introduced tbe word
‘ Hindu” for ‘Arya” in his writings liberally; gave
due respect and adoration to the Incarnations of
Shri Rama, Shri Krishna, Foremost Saint Kabir,
Guru Nanak Dev and Budh Bhagwan in the Arya
Gazette, This was taboo to all Arya Samajists

who preached loudly diverse, derogatory and
distespeciful views and thovghts agairst Hinduism’s
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religions philosophy of Gnana, devotion, Karme
kand rituals and ceremonials, They condemned
followers of Kabir and Guru Nanak, They spared
nooe, Tbe Vaishnava, Shivats, believers in  Hindu
Shashtra, [Incarnations, Hindu Trinity, Muslims,
Christians Budhists, Sikhs alike, came under fire,
It was an all out campaign of bate against all religions
exccpt the Vedie Dharma as enunciated by the
leérned Swami Daya N.nd Saraswati, It had its

reactions, Data Daval’s aim and mission was to root.

out the cause of religious conflct, friction, fenati-
cism, begotism and usher in an era of peace and
unity i. e., - co-existence and harmony in matfers

religious,

CONTINUED
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SAT SANETAN DHERMA
OR
SAT MANAV DHARMA

Param Sant Param Dayal
Pandit Faqir Chand ji Maharaj

PENITENCE
9-5-1968

By Sat Sang at Guru’s feet
Even a person having the mental make-up of

a heron
Can attain to the status of a SWAN,

Even person having mean motives on coming
to a Sat-Sang start thinking on corrcct lines, They

become capable of discriminating between good and
evil, Thus, they abandon the mental make.up

( 15)
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of a heron and become Swans, for a Swan has
the facuky of separating milk from water, The next
line is, “Bven a crow can becomc a Cuckoo”,
Cawing of a crow is very disp easing for the humaa
ear. But Sat Sang turns it into a Cuckoo’s song,
It means, that after Sat-Sang, man stops uttering

unplessant words, e starts speaking sweet, and is
weleomed and liked by all, like a Cuckoo,

During his very life-time, he attains his heart’s

desire
Let him ask of God, whatever boon he pleases,

Remember always, that whatever yon get,
is the result of your owsn thougts and deeds, ¢‘As
you think, so you tecome; as is your faith, so is
your fate; and as you sow, so do you reap’’,
These are the wotds of my Preceptor Hazur Data
Dayal Ji Maharaj,

When a man develops his understanding, his
yolition, his thoughts change, Due to change in
thoughts, his life takes a turn for the better,
Numerous people come to me and them go and
give me a lot of publicity; *‘Baba Ji has done this,

{
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Baba Ji has done that”, I swear and say, that I do
nothine, T simply give them hobefnl, encouiaging
and optimistic thoughtws, 1 remove their pessimism
and negative thinking. On my ownl do not bring
about any mi-aculous change in them. Itis only
their own positive thought, that changes their life,

So, Sant-Sang is snmethihg most important,

If there be any who be desirous of

Edification  Economic uphft,
Enjoyments, and Emancipation

Let him then run and resort to Sat Sang
Which is the Prime Place of Pilgrimage .

Goa’s Grace will then rain on you
And your heart’s desires will be ulfilled,

Remain ever awake and ever alert
In Guru’s Company.

People come for Sat-Sang, but they soon doze
and fail asleep. They do not listen to what is being
said in the Sat-Sang, Such people again nothing
from the Sat-Sang, “Ever-awake in  Guru’s
company’ means, that when you go to Sat-Sang,
listen to him attentively ani continuously gaze at

L
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his face without winking your eyes. So loog as you
see him intently, the energy and radiation emanating
from his eyes, and from his lips and face will enter
your body and mind through your eyes and eats,
and shall edify vou by cleansing your mind, Eyes
are the most important media to convey and receive

the inner feeliogs.
Therefore it is said—

Behold the eyes and the Forehead of a Saint
And gaze at him continuously,
Then you will absorb the LIGHT emanating
from him,

While sitting in the Sat-Sang, always gaze at
the eyes of the Saint, Fools scoff at Sat-Sang, but
the deserving aspirants digest the discourse in their
minds, and remam to pray. So, only true aspiraxﬁs
should come for the Sat-Sang The sight of a
Shyint or - ven a chance glanee transforms the life of
1 true and honest seeker. Eyes bave the greatest
quality of transmitting one’s inner feelings, thought-
currents and radiations, At the time of love,
they are of one type, whereas in anger thy are of

quite a different type, You may not speak even

-
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a single word, but your eyes. by a stern stare, can
frighten anybody, 8o, in order to receive the inner
energy of a Saint, you should gaze at his forehead

and eyes, Not only his ¢oefgy and radiation, byt
also his qualities of head and heart wij) travel into
You through the windows of your eyes,

To me, you are my dear brothers, [ have my
heart-felt sympathy for you, I am thinking as to
how can I do any gocd to you? I am not a
magician, 1 capnot enchant, Whatever I have experi=
enced and understood out of life. 1 speak out to
you, but at the same time 1 do Bot claim that,
whatever 1 say is the final word on any subject,
Whatever reseach I have done so far, I marrate to
you. 1do not decieve anybody, 1 am obeying my
Preceptor to the bes. of my ability, I am free
from all worldly responsibilities, Now my “Self”’ is
without any heavy burden upon it, No “negative
pull® palls me yet I know not, where I shall go after
death,

All are bosnd to part and depart
None shall stay on and stick on
This is the positive TRUTH—

&
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There fore 1 say unto you all,
Better do tocay what you have to do tomorrow,
For “Today” is the «present’’ held in your

palm—

It is in your BriD, in your grasp.

oTemarrow’’ belongs to TIME,

The Great Levetler like DEATH,

The sands trickle down

Faster than your eye €an cateh themr

The ¢“compound interest’’ that you have to pay

On the “Time Drawn’’ is mounting every
moment,

B ware | you are neither paying off your debt

Nor are you investing your Time in God’s Bank.

Ner laying up your tregsure in heaven,

Behold | and Beware !

Peath, like a lightning flash, will come and

claim you any minute, any moment,

[ bave paid up the d:bts that 1 had piled up.
{ am happy anl relaxed. ¢ TIS FINISHED” !

Thack God, 1 came at this occasion of Kumbha
.nd have spcken to you about my experiences,
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Ifany one of you thinks that my work is uscful

for mankind, he may help in the publication of my
these observations on the -8apatan Dharam and the
Path and the Scicnce of the Saints,

What is Guru’s real -sejvice ? Proclaim by
Practice the Precepts of the Preceptor, Guru does
not mean Mr, Fzqir Chand who sits before you asa
lump of flesh and bones. If you propagate my
person it will only result in an all-rcund misery, So
you please propagate the preachings of the Guru,
Spread the knowledge that he imparts to vou,
Guru is not a human-being Mr, So and So, but
it is “Realisation®, This realisation is given to us
by Sanatan Dharam, by Radhaswami Dayal, by
Data Dayal, by kabir by Nanak, by Dadu, by Paltoo,
I have changed the mode, the method of Fxpla-
nation of that Recalisation, of the manner of its
presentation, 1 em  precenting orly the old
wine in mew bottles, and with now lebel, in ordet
to attract the buyers, ard seeker, If you wish to
serve me, spread my WORD, ft my put some
one on the right path and save him from €Xp'oi=
tation, I do not need money from you, Though

i
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1 have founded the “Manavta Mandir”, yet it is oot o

my personal property, I bave tried to remove the
religions differences between man and man in order to
bring mankind on the right Path, so that peoplc may

live a happy life of Peace, Progtess and Prosperity.
I have explained to you the ART OF LIVING a

happy life, No it is upto you to accept it or reject it.

MY PEACE BE UNTO YOU ALL., .




Four Dimensional Philosophy
Of Indian Thought and

Plotinus

BY

H. H. Hazur Manav Dayal
Dr. I. C. Sharma Ji Maharaj

The Upanishads, as stated earlier, regard Atman
(the Seif or Purusha)—man as exactly .miniature
Brahaman, The gradation in the case of Brahman
irom Avyaya to Visvasrit is from subtle and most
fundamental to less subtle and depeadent as already
stated, In the case of man, c_alied Adhyatma, the
gradation if from the most subtle to the most gross,
Based on this fourfold cosmic metaphysics and
human nature, are the fourfold social, ethical and

( 23
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philosophic s¥stems in the Vedas, the Upanisads
and the Bhagavadgita, Unlike :f’ldto, the social
system in the Vedie tradition is not threcfold, but
fourféld, because of the spiritual, the intellectual,
the mental, and the physical aspects, The four-
fold values paraliel to Platonic viriues are Arth2
(economic value), depending on temjerance; Kama
(love), depending om courage and tempperance,
Dharma (ethical duty.. depending on justice and
courdge; and Mok:ha ‘(spiritual perfection®, depen-
ding on wisdom, The Upanishads also -gtate the
fourfold nature of knowledge, based om the four
levels of Jagrat ( waking comsciousness ), Svapné
(dream consciousness); Susupti (deep sleep con-
sciousness or unconsciousness); and Turiya (supra=
conscisusness, associated with the spiritual seif, the
causal self, the mental self and the physical self,
restrospectively), The word Cit (eonsciousness)
applies both to waking and dream econsciousness ‘and
the word Acit (unconscio‘usness} as the “groand of
Cit (consciousness), is not to be understood as
devoid of consciousnsss, The word Turiya is beyond

the concept of Cit and ~Acit. Incidently, Plotinus’s

[

K1 DAY;

d
S
<

/. g v%
&\

R PURNADAYAL 3




( 25 )

gradation of the stages from the physical to the level
of the One, so far as soul’s journey back to the
Oae is concerned, seems to be paraliel to this
hierarohy,

It seems important to mention that the philosophy
of the Bhagavadgita propounds four, not three
patbs, as it is commonly believed, These four paths
or the methods, the Yogas, of attaining enlighten-
men are . the Buddhi Yoga, corresponding to the
spiritual aspact of man (the Buddhi here may mean
Nous, which is closer to the One); Jnana Yoga,
corresponding to the intellectual cr rational -aspect,
Bhakti Yoga, corrcsponding to the mental aspect;
and Karma Yoga, corresponding to the physical
nature of man, It is Pertinent to point out that the
first six discourses of the Bfagavadgita are devoted
to the Buddhi Yoga, the seventh ‘and eighth
discourses explicate the Jnana Yoga, the ainth to
twelfth discourses explain the Bhakti Yoga, and the
last six discourses expound the Karma Yoga.

This four dimensional tread of methaphysics
ethics, “Sociology, "and practical spiriteality in Indian
‘Thought is undoubtedly based on the mystic experie
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ence, of the One Ultimately Realiy as experiencial
and is not a figment of imagination, The same

explanation applies to the Poltinian metaphsics,

The One propounded by Plotinus s the basis
of the Intelligence —Nous, the World Soul and of
Matter, is not a more imagination, but that
experiencible indestructibility and everlastingness
which pervades everywhere and in every being, It
would be appropriate here to compare the noti:ns
of Matter and Brahman in both tne Hindu tradition
and Neoplatonism, The Isopanishad says “All this
liviog and mon living (existence) is permeated with
Isa (God as Supreme Being), hence the way to the
Supreme is to enjoy everything with an attitude of
nonattachment”’,

According to Plotinus this everlastingoess is
present in Matter or Nature as well as in the Soul
and Nous. While defining Matter Poltinus says
““Matter then, makes the greatest contribution to
the formation of bodies..,...s0 here in the  material
world, the many forms must be in something which
is One......we can sce that this is so because in
our present experienc: things that are mixed

{
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together come to identity by having matter, and
there is no need for any other medium, because each

constituent of the mixture comes bringing its own
Matter”,

The Bhagavadgita very clearly points out that
the One indestructibitity is immanent everywhere—

“Know thal (Being) to be indestructible in which
every thing is rooted; no one is capable of annihila-
ting 1t7, '

Further, the substrate according to the Bhaga-
vadgita is both potential and actual Being and
becoming as coexistent ontologically—

Nasato Vidyate Bhavo
Nabhavo Vidyate Satah
Ubhyorapi Drish'o Anath
Tunyo Tatva Darshibhi,

That is :

Non being can’t exist,
Nonexistent can’t be;
The seers have accepted,
This ontology,

Amazingly, Ploginus as well arrived at this
ontological notion of the substrate, He says 3
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“‘One speaks of potential -and actual existence; and
one speaks of actuality in the class of existing things,
We must consider therefore what potential and
what actaal existence, is 2 Is actuality the same as
actual existence, and if anyt bing is actuahty,
is it also actnallyexistent, or are the two different
and is it not necessary for that which is actually
exi ting to be sctuality ? ‘Further, it is clear that
there is potential existence in the World of Things
perceived by the senses.........we must not speak of
potential existence simply; for it is not possible to
exist potentially without being potentially “anything...
It is better and clearer to use ‘potential existence in
relation to ‘actual existence’ and ‘potentiality’ in
relation to ‘actuality’ ”’,

It looks as if Plotinus is providing intellected
explanation of the intatively discove-d nature of the
substrate as both being and becoming or being and
existence——po entiality and actuality, As a matter
of fact his notion of the substrate was an intutivs
discovery rather than an intellectual construct,

This very substrate, is the recgptacle of all,
In the words of Plotinus, “What is called “matter”
“js said to ‘be some 8Ort.........of ‘substrate’ and
“receptacls’” of forms......... As- fer  the -question

{
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whether intelligible matter is eternal, ......._ intelli
gible realities arc originated in so for as they havc
begining, but unoriginated because they have not
a begining in time; they alweys proceed from
something else, not as aiways comiug into being
like the universe, bat always existing, like the universc
There,

Thus Plotinus points out that all the indivi-
dualities arise from the vamenifested substrate and
that this substrate is the matrix of all the experi-
ences of the senses and of the mind, The Bhagavad-
gita calls this nature as the lower pature, “‘Apara-
Prakrati’’, So far as the substrate of the indivi=
duality is concerned, this npaiure is called Avyakta
or unmenifested material ground known as Pradhan is
Sankhya system and Avyakta in the Bhagavedgita—
s¢Avyaktat Vyaktyaayah Sarva Prabhavanti’’, That
is “all the individualitics arise out of the unmanifested
substrate”,

As lower nature Apara Prakrti, this substrate
has been beautifully expressed in the Bhagavadgita-—
¢ Bhoomirapoanalo Vaya Kham Mano, Budhirevacha
Ahankara Itiyamme Bhinna Prakritirashashtadh®,

That is, ecarth, water, fire, air, space (cther)
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mind, intelligence and ego are the eight diffetent
types of Nature, It is further stated that these are the
lower natue which are dependent upon and rooted
in One Supreme Brahaman, The point !o be notcd
here is that the immanance of the one Ul imate Being
in all the levels of existence fiom Matter to Nous
and vice versa in the case of Plotinion philosophy
and from the Avyaya to Vishvasrit and vice versa
in the case of Indian Thought, has been propounded
solely on the basis of immcdiate intuitive ana
mystic experience, This fact must be highlighted
in the context of ccmpara:ive study of Plotinus and

Indian Thought especially because Plotinionism is a
unique expression of Plotinug’ Four dimensional

Philosophy, Any imposition of the influences on
Plotinus would be cut of place,

It is claimed that Plotinus’s teachings were the
culmination of ancient Greek and Roman philosophy,
since Plotinus followed chronologically Plato and
his immediate successors But this culmination was
not a mere summary of what the previous writers
have stated. [t may be gran'ed that Plotinus’s
ideas derived their inspiration from Plato, whose
philosophy he throughly studied, The greatness of
his teaching, however does not depend on his
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study of Plato nor on the observations of contem-
prorary Christian traditions, Plotinus’s philosopby
was primarily the outcome of his persopal inner
experience and his spiritual development. His own
intuitive experience, his meditation and the glimpses
of the divine light, led him to his fuadamerta}
convictions, concluding that God is the source of aj}
existence,

Plotinus’s cosmology reveals the presence of
individual differences and plurality of souls in the
spatiotemporal world, emanating from one God,
who is Himself infinite aod undifferentiated. This
One is also the Supreme Good, identified with the
light above light, Beyond this however. he tried
to avoid the use of any postive concept to define
God, lest it conceptually limit him. Human soul
individvates from the World Soul, which itself is
an emanution from the infinitt God, Before being
incarnated, the soul was in a state of constant

contemplation of the eternal Nous (Mind), and had
complete knowledge of the good, Having separated

from God and descended into the material world,

" it is now on its journey back to God passes through

various births; in this ascent towards its Supreme
Source, In the state of ecstasy, the soul is raised

&
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above all limitations and merges with the Soul of
God. Osly thus regnited with its source can the
soul retain true knowledge. These ideas cannct be
labeled as the mere summary of theoretical study of
Plato or Aristole on the part of Plotinus. Rathers
they are the expression of intutive inmer exprieoces
arising from the link of -the individual concciousness
with the cosmic current !

When the intation i3 h nored, and when the
inner experience corroborates with the external obser=-
vation, the diversity is understood in its right
perspective, Differences and duality are not abolished,
but an insight into the inderlying unity weaves a
coherent and consistent pattern into the differences,
Truth is then established as an organmic whole of
various interrelted parts, which are neither mutually
exclusive Bpor absolutely independent, Reality is
fundamentally One and essentially Eternal,
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