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DAYAL Y0GA

PART |
The ‘birth of a Saint

. Data Dayal Maharishi Shivbrat
Lal Varmanji Maharaj

' was the manifestation of pure-spirit

It is truly said— ““Mind meets mind”, It really
means one gets attracted to another, It is even

80 in the realm of spirit. It is the meeting of
two minds that creats sense of unity, It is this

unity which opens of flood gates of progress, in
all spheres, material and spiritual, The mind
(mentality) is the link that unites, It is a doubled
cdged sword, It works both ways unifies and diver-

(2)
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sifies, The ©*Self” in man alone can check the
mind, That is why the Saints have evoled Surt
Shabd Yoga to know and realise the *Self”, This
self is called Atnmia, ( Rub, spifit curren, Soul,
attention, Surt and Shabd ), Its real name is
spiritual consciousness or iner most voice of reason
( consciousness ). It is the life current, In the
beginning there was the word (sound-shab) and the
word was with God.

It is said the word (shabd) i8 never destroyed,
All that is spoken remains (floating) in the atmos~
phere, Man has developed the Radio, Television,
Wireless, X-Ray etc. To catch all that is said man
has invented proper receiving gagets, He adjusts
them to suit certain locations or centres, In the
same way the spirit current of a divine personality is
there im the atmosphere, A devotee attunes his
body, mind and soul to listen to or receive it,
When we explain the phase ‘Bhajan’ (kmown to
yogis i, e., practioners of Surt Shabd Yogo), it may
become possible for non-practioners to known
something about this phenomena, Readers must
‘be aware of telepathy, The word telepathy according

g\ |
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to lexicon means ““communication of one mind with
ahpther by some means beyond what is ordinary
or normal”, The spiritualists my agree or refute
this meaning. They define it as the spirit current
or thought-cumespirit current, Both the definitions
seem cofrect, While we accept both the versions
of the Lexicons and of the Spiritualists, we feel
it actually represents divine inspitatidn or infusion,
Those who are wise searchers of truth take full
advantage, But those who arc exterpalised, com-
pletely ignore it. Even those: who ignore the
telepathic waves or inspiration we call dhar i, e. spirit
current become conscious afterwards, One can
become infused of inspired by the practice of the
three methods viz.—devctional yoga, Karma and
Gnana Yoga, Perfect is he who attains and passes
through the three by the aid of Karma Yoga,
Karma (job) predominates as it is the foundation
of spirituality, may it is the very basis of all things
material and mental as well, Its chief instrument
is the mind principle, Spiritualists say mind
companions, Yogis up'o Sat Lok, Does it 2 We say
it remains till the last breaih, But a Yogi masters
it,. Man without mind is not worth any thing,
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In this spice age, Wwhen man is aiming to land
in other planets, moon mars and advancing rapidly
towards many other achievements, it is not beyond
his capacity to tap the word- of a particular great
Seer, Prophet or Saint, We have discussed this
aspect at length in an other work, In the réligious
philosophies which cannot claim longer origin
than 2000 years, there is reference to flying. carpets,
We see them flying in the skies to-day, The ancient
recorded Epics of Ramayana and. Mahabharata
contain very many details, which couple of centuries
or a century ago appeared fantastic or mythical,
Many are in existence to~-day. Look at the sciences
of Telegraphy, wireless, Radiography, television,
clectricity, flyirg carpets of the skies-the planes, ;ﬁhe
atomic bombs, weapons eic,, etc, . These find
mention in these works as gods (Agei, Inder, Vayu,
Devtas, etc,, Reference to Sudershan Chakra, Agai
Baun etce., is unique. These poetic narratives wefe
not the imagination of the Sage who wrote them,
These - were realitiis, Many a ruins bave yielded
enaugh data atout ancient civilisation. Much more
ts there hidcen in the mother carth and its layers

{
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“deep down, The-Archeologist of tomorrow . will be
able to ascertain and affirm the truth, :The
weapons of to-day such as atomic, hydrogen, germ

- spreading bombs, the guided missiles, tarpedoes

- sub-marines atomic and otherwise etc,, etc., found

-in - allegorical poetic narratives, were no -flight of

- imagination, Armies came from far off lands {Africa

of to-day, West, North and North-West, Lanka and
other islands) to ‘ake part in the mist famous war of

- Kurukshetra, That war destroyed almost every thing

Humanity to-day is heading for a much more serious

war of destruc'ion,

The intelligeﬁt reader is expected to kmow
the honoured place these epics occupy in Hindu
philosephy. The non-belicver of yesterday has now
more faith in them, Likewise the man who is not
a parctioner of yoga or who is not a true and
practical spiritualist cannot appreciate the phenomena
of Dhar (spirit current). Wo do not expect nor
do we desirc to persuade, any one to accept the
source of Dhar of the Divine man, which many in
in the last 2400 years h.ve experienced, It is also
ou: practical experience of over four decades, But

&
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the Gurudom of to-day has its own way of thinking,
They know best. Some adepts of Santmat even
showed annoyance, when we mentioned three
Eminences known as Avayakrit, Hiranya Garbh
and Virat forming the seat of TRI-KUTI called by
the Saints as the seat of Onkar, It s the seat of
Trinity, triads and triplicity of Nature, It represents
the very heart of the Brahmand, the subtle universe
within man and without, (Microcosm and macro-
cosm within and without), An adept of Santmat
grudgingly acknowledged the existence of “Virat”
saying “Yes, there is Virat Pursha”, What.such people
think is theit own affair. Search for truth in Data
Dayal's workr,

The readers can judge for themselves what
force the Great Master was, He lived to be 79.
He gerved all, He fulfiled every one’s hopes and
desires, He spent all his time in doing good to ali,
who went to him, He answered devotees corres-
pondence personally, He mnever published their
correspondence nor did he allow others to do so,
To-day it is just the reverse, Bhai jee Maharaj
replies evero epistle that he receives, He spends

R\ DATA
s Rap
3P %,
6 %
//V \

R PURNADAYAL 3



( 8)

his own money to do so, He has forbidden every
one, not to send self addressed stamped eavelopes
etc, He have received letters ( umsolicited or
otherwisr ) from other sources with crossed or scored

" out addresses or others, It is not permissible in
Santmat,

Wheu any one accepts or undertakes a job, he
maust be honest enough to do it morally and spiritually,
It 1s one of the cardinal principles of not only Sintmat
- bat of Manvata,

We find blind faith has created its own thrale
dom, No one seems to realise the truth, People
rush to a healer who cannot h.al himself, Many
say what the Guru says is the only truth, some
think they alone are the saviours of mankind, some
proclaim they ate spreading now thought force,
and some proclaim they are mesiahs, We do not
belittle their self acquired role, We however ask
them to tell us if they are free from selfis' ness 2
If they are, then they are the Greats, If -our state-
ment is considered criticism, we have no hesitation
to say it is negation of Santmat, Santmat is
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a devotional way to achieve happiness, peace and
grace, Santmat’s religious philosophy is the one,
which gives freedom to its votaries to think for
themselves, The two Saints who founded Nanak
and Radhaswami Panth have said *know thyself
by thyself, believe not in the words of other”,
The Great Guru Nanak Dev went beyond this,
He said *“Rely not upon the wdrd of the Guru
unless you have p_crceived_thc glory or intuitioned

truth  yourself”’. The Great Master freed his
disciples,

Data Dayal was the chief aftraction of the
intelligentsia, They enjoyed and benefitted fiom hia
intellectual spiritual discourses, Many wculd flock
round him and. seek the truth He gave them
sat sfaction and solace according to their remp rment
and aptit.ude, We know we have repeated certain
facts, Knowledge and scarch for tuth is itself
repetitive, It is only the comstant recitation (tﬁ any
human ac'ivity) i. €. repetition of certain phase which
inculcates the doctrine ( of Santmant ) iato the
minds of hones seckers, But those, . who are merely

inquisitive (like the geasonal bird . life which is
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born with the season’s crop and dies with it) remain
vond Curiosity and inquisitiveness are the diseases
of the chimerical mind and lead man no where,
He remains dangling in between matter and spirit,
Mind needs much more thought force to be
curbed and checked as it is the most cnrious
commodity,

Data Dayal had a very large following, more
than any one in the country, They were spread ali
over the length and breadth of India., There were
many in the Punjab, Sindh, Utter Pradesh, Central
Province, Behar, Bcngal, Bombay and Hyderabad

Deccan, They numbered lakhs, There were some in
fureign lands,

Data Dayal has written over 3700 books in
Urdu, Hindi (prose and poems), Amongst these
there are Kabir Yoga, Nanak Yoga, Radhaawaml
Yoga, Surt Shabd Yoga, Kalpadram, Panth Sandesh,
Sant Sanyoga (Five Volumes), Bhagat Mal, Sant
Mal, Vigian V.ishishtain, Vigian Budhain, Vigian
Santain, Vigian Kmhnam Vigian Ramayan Panch-
dishi, Maha-Ramam Mahabharac Geeta, Vishnu
Puran, Kalki Puran, Suﬁ-lsm Anand Yoga, Sahaj

e
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Yoga, Ashtang Yogs, Avdhut, Sant Amrit Bani,
Shabda Yoga, Vedant, Sankheya and hundreds
of books on Upnishds, In English there is Anand
Yoga, Message of Peaces Entry into the kingdom
of Heaven, aad Light on the Light Path, There are
other historical’s in Hindi and Urdu, His works
include many commentaries on rel'gious books such
a Balmik Ramayan, Tulsi Krit Ramayan and
Bhagwat Geeta, There are many other works on
Buchifm, Jainism, Islam, Hinduism, Sufi-ism, De.ism,
and various other works on almost all religious
philosophies, These works throw adequate light on
each creed and falth. The wri'ten word therein keeps
the finger tips on’ the pulsating question (point) .of
gqu-st for True knowiedge, Divinity and God”.

Data Dayals life sketch, by his Holiuess Bhai
jee Maharaj is most sigoificant, It is in brief the
complete picture of all that the Saint of the Century
stood for, The Great Master has left behind bim
some thing pric-less for posterity. It is not easy
to translate what Bhai jee Mabharaj bas put into
this little woik. 1t Could be pushzd into many volumes
than a lay man can imagine, The first part is almost
completed, But we ask «ur own self, Isitso ? The
answer in a firm *No’,
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B:fore we get iato the second part of this
work (Dayal Yoga), we feel the readers would like
further explanation of cerrain aspects tha: have been
put into words in the foreign tongue., |

Man often links his greatness in worldly affairs
as the means tc achieve independance, Experience
and cxperiment i life proves it otherwise. It is
ot the greatness of man’s means that mak-s him
independent, so much as the smallness of his desires,
needs and wants, 1a the Saints language one must
not wish for every comfort and desite to lead an
easy idle life of a do nothing, His needs must bs
limited, his desires must be of doing good to -others
and strict avoidance of injuring or harming others
feelings, He must have good intemtions, All .good
theories and resolutions are purposeless unless
reduced to practice., Man n.ust not only makes an
honest effort to hive by his own earnings, but see he
succeeds under all circumstances, Man himself is tha
Creator of circomstances and enviornments, This one
point Data Dayal inducted into us,

( CONTINUED )

EXE
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SAT-SANG Vill
SAT SBNATBN DHARMA

SAT MRNBV DHARMA

Param Sant Param Dayal
Pandit Faqir Chand ji Maharaj

INITIATION

UJJAIN 12-5-1968

~ This work of mine is like that of a weaver. who
weaves primarily for his own livelihood, But his

work has utility for many pcople A shopkeeper
sells the cloth woven by the weaver and earns

profit thereon, the tailor stiches that cloth to earn
his living. The washerman w-shes that cloth and
makes his livehhood, When ‘that same cloth is

worn out, and becomes 2 useless piece, the paper

« 13 )
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manufacturers carry it away for méking paper out
of it, The weaver does not do any favour to any-
body, He is simply concerned with earning his
own bread, Similarly, I am not doing any favour
to anybody, I am only doing my duty,

I wag a Sanatanist and beljeved in Lord li'ama.
I could never imagine that I will be initiated into
the Radhaswami-Faith, After my initiation into
the Radhaswami-Faith, I was not able to understand
the books expounding this philosophy, So I detere
mined that [ will follow this Path sincerely, ard
then reveal to the world my own findings about this
philosophy. So I am osly reaping the fruit of my own
vow, It possible that my work may prove useful fo:
others, but I do not take any credit for it,

After birth, when a child grows in his power
of understanding, he thinks of three things, What-
ever he sees, he follows it, and tries to know it,
While in the lap of his mother or father, he
questions her or him about different things, their
sourcé and about their utility, When I grew in this
Power of understanding, what I thought was, “‘What

&
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is this world ? Who has created it ? And, From
where has it come'?” So I spent my whole life
trying to know the answers to these questions, My
understanding, led me develope his faith, that there
is a God or Rama, Then I determined to go out
in scarch of Him, In His search I studied the
writings of different religions and Saints and
followed their writings or sayings in my practical a
full faith in my mind, thac there is a Supreme God,

After some time, I was told that He possesses
a physical from, Then I accepted Him in the form
of Ram or Krishan and worshipped Him, Lord
Ram with his bow and arrows, used to stand before
me . for hours together, as you arée now sitting,
1 used to talk with Him, In Ramayana, it is,
written—

Ram incarnat is Himself, in various and varied

forms
There are (therefore) Ramayanas by the

thousand million in number

_ . _Due to this impression upon my mind, I had
a desire to sec Lord Ram in human form, snd

g\ |
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serve Him and acore Him. Once a vision di ected
me to the Holy feet of Hazur Data Dayal Ji,
I acknowledged Hazur Data Dayal Ji as Lord Ram,
I worshipped, adored ‘and served Him to the
best of my capacity., He transformed ‘my thughts
and initiated me into the Guru-Mat, Then I
worshipped Him as my Guru and aftained many
miraculous Powers, In Basrag-Bagdad, when I faced
disastrous situations in - the battle-field, . my Lord
Ram appeared to me in the form of Hazur Data
Dayal Ji. He gave my nec-ssary guidance, which
I followed and ercaped the enemy, When I
reached the city of Bdgdad, many of my fellow
disciples met me, They seated me ona platform
and worshipped me, - I asked them *“Hazur Mabharaj
Ji is at Lahore, why are you doing this 2 They
said, ‘““Master Ji, (They used to address me as
Master Ji) you appeared to us at such and such
place and helped us”, When they told me this,
I at once realised the reality of such manifestations,
It conflrmed my faith that these manifestations are
nothing but a creation of man’s own mind, It
further confitmed my belief and conv'nced me that
my own desires were accomlished because of my
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own faith and belief, Because I had pledged to
speak out my realisation (o the world at large,
so 1 proclaim hereby, **O, man, you may

worship the Supreme Being in any.

form you like, you would be looked
after by him, as | was looked after,
and my fellow disciples were looked
after”. :

Every body saw the form of the Lord,
According to his own feelings towards HIM,

[ am not against any religion or philosopby.
Every religon and religigus »philbsop‘hy is correct
in its own sphere. But mind yeu, the Lord and
Creator, Who is the Mainstay of this entire Creation,
is unique. Because, if I am all-in-all, 1 should
be aﬁe to do whatever I like, but I cannot,
After realising my limitations, I made a search for
.Him. When | peeped' within myself, I realised
that the inper forms, Scenes and colours are only
projections of my own mind, Thereafter [ ftran-
ccendod to the regions of Light and WORD.
1 enjoyed the Bliss of the WORD (Shabd) but my
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search for the Lord «till persisted, If | say that the
WORD (Sbabd) is the Lord, then who gyt that
listen to the WORD (Shebd) ? This point is very
important to ponder over, Suppose Babga Fagir
manifests bimself within you, THAT manifestation
of Baba Fagir ig diﬁ'erent, and you are different
from it, Light manifests itself within you, You see
that Light, You are different from it, whbereas the
Light is different from you, Similarly, you listen
to the Continuous Sound of the WORD within you,
That sound of the WORD s differeat whereag
you (the listener) are different, Then, who is he
whio sce the Light and listens to the WORD within 2
It is your_. real “Self”, Your «Seif? or “Sura#”
sees the Light and listens to the WORD, enjoys the
scenes created by the mind and beholds Baba Fagir
or the Guru within, Then who is the Real Lorg
within you 2 Your own “Surat”, Your own *Se)f**
is the witness within, Whatever, colours, forms,
Light and WORD manifest within  you, depend
upon the comstitution, c¢omposition and nature of

your body, Your *Self> is not ¥our body, You

dwell in the body and you aie the mairstay of
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this body, Similarly, the mainstay of this Universe
is the Supreme Lord, who is also the source of our
“Self”’. The Supreme Lord is known by different

names as Akal-Purush or Supreme Element,

Now, I always try tc meet the Supreme Lord
within my body, Because, I have known the
SECRET, that the Light and WORD are within me,
it de pends upon my Will to see the Light and listen
to the WORD' when I like, I may or may not
visualise the Holy form of thc Guru. It depends
upon me to become virtuous or mot, It depends
upon my will to become a sinner or Saint, The ONE
that sces the Light, listens to the WORD and
v.sualises the Guru within, I make a search for it,
but in this search *“i” also stand lost, My ¢Self”®
stands merged in the unkown, Un-speakable, Un-
nimed and Infinite Being, I have told you obout my
experiences and my research, Now, you please listen
to Saint Kabir—

¢’ Friend! that Dwelling stands distinct from all
Where dwells my Lord Supreme,
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Neither sorrow, nor joy is there
And neither Truth nor Falsehood,
Nor does exist there vistue, nor sip,
Neither day nor night is there
Nor the Sun nor the moon,
Light is there without Lamp
Neither knowddge nor medrtatlon
Nor Penance nor recitation of Name,
Nor performance of austerities
Neither speech, nor sacred scriptures
Nor deeds,, Nor the Veda itself, nor dwelling
Neither in por out
‘Neither microcosm nor macrosm is there,
Neither the Five elements, nor the three
b qualmes are there
Ne:ther the WORD nor its witness i xs there
Nc:the root, nor FloWer nor seed nor

creeper
There are pleasant fruit, though wrthout a

Tree
Neither O’ang, nor So’ hang, nor any

upward going nor downward commg
Even Breathing is not there,
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Neither the Absolute, nor the manifested
is there O’ my brother 1
Neither the gross nor the subtle,
Neither the decaying nor the Impemhable
‘@’ brother !
These are only the myths of the world,
Where dwells the Sat-Purusha, there is
Nothing else besides,
Sayeth Kabir, Tis all known to me,
And he who takes my hint——
Attains Salvation”,

My search has been certified .by Saint Kabir as
gorrect, flad I got emy desire for pame, fame
and wealth 1 too would not have revealed this

ecret. I too would have established many big
centres, purchased latest models of motor~-cars, and
built huge mansion. But that is not my mission, 1 am
here to obey my Sat-Guru, and reform the mode of

Teaching and Preaching to seekers of Salvation,

Yesterday, an oid iady come to me and said,
< got iritiation from Sahib Ji Maharaj about
25 years ago. I had forgotten everything and T used
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to semain very uohappy, But I bad 3 though®, thai
the true Gury if any, wil positively send out a call
for me, At 12.30 4 night you came and ask.d
me to attend your Sat-Sang™, She further said,
that even though she Was not well, even than she
had come ¢o attend my Sat-Sang, The Trath is
that I never knpew anything about that lady nor do
I know aboyt the happening, 1 proelaim that [ am
the “Saint Sat-Gury of this Age”, and I bave come
to save you and protect you from reiigious ¢ xploita-
tion, I am imparting you the True knowledge, so
that yoy may be aware of the Trurh,

So, what i it that is proved about that wit.
ness or the Supreme Lord or God? Godis that
God is that state, on reaching which, my own
entity and igentity pet lost, The feelings of Theo
and me, Guru and the Disciple, and of the Lord
and the devotee do rot exist there, There is neither
form  nor colour, stil an existenc 1s there, which
cannot  be named, explained or seeq. Mind,
Intellcet, Consciousness and Ego do not exist there,
This is what My research has proved, I have
Journeyed through life very earnestly and ve. y
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conscientiously, The resuit of my research tally
with the finding of Saint Kabir, Therefore, 1 am
Kabir | Verily I say unto you, *I am Kabir”. You
might object to it as only tall talk, But I am not
bluffing. 1am only telling the Truth,

I declare that I do not go to manifest myself any
where, Whatever you get, is the fruit of your owa
Faith and Fate, Saint Kabir writes—

Nothing did I do, and nothing could I do,
Nor am I capable of doing anything,
Whatever was done, was done by Him;
And all the credit came to Kabir
Who thereby became GREAT !!

1 declare from the tree-tops and tower-tops that
I dv not go any where to manifest myself before
anybody, I do not perform any miracles nor do
T possess any such power, Whatever you have got,
whatever you get, and whatever “ou will get, is
the result and outcome of your own Karm, your
own fiith and your own belief. Who am I te
give you anything 9 1t is my duty to impart te you
True knowledge, to tell you the Truth and te
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remove your doubts and falge notions, Those
who believe that it is I, Baba Fagir, who comes to
them to guide them and solve their problems, are
sadly, badlyand madly mistaken, They ar- under
the dominance of their mind and MAYA, i, €.,
illusion, Your mind itself is a replica in miniature of
the Umversal Mind, It will Sérve you according to
your own desire and thoughts Now let we quote a
cour jet—

The month of Jeshtha is, very long and full of
suffering,
And Man’s heart is strongly burning to

achieve its goal,

What is this burning ? Every individual
wanrts to see ¢- ‘Something” face to face, The word
for this want or desire to me: ting Him is known as
*‘burning™, Wordly pecple have a ““burning” (desire)
for worldly name and fame, whereas a Trye seeker

has a “burning” (desire) to get back to his Source,

the Supreme Being,

( CONTINUED )
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NEOPLATONISM Lr";’A
AND -

{NDIAN THOUGHT

H. H. Dr. L C. Sharma Ji
Maharaj o

In order to throw sufficient light on the episte=
mological method of the Vedas, it is important <
to st te that two types of knowledge have been

~accepted by the Uedic seers, viz.—
(1) Vijoana (Scientific knowledge), and

2) Juana (Comprehensive knowledge ).

The word Vjuana is the combination of Vi
Jnepa. Vi means “plurality, individuality, and
‘changeabiiity”, Jnana literally means “knowledge,

awareness and understanding’, but in this context,

( 25 )
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it has to be understood as ““‘inner-most knowledge”
Hence, the entire metaphysics of the Vedas, which
later on is elaborated by the Upanisads’ the Bhaga-
vadgita and the classical Srstems, has two aspects,
The Vijnana aspect is concerned with the pluralisic
nature of particylarities and the changeable nature
of the universe, The Juana aspect is connected
with the innermost unity behind the diversity,
The two trends in the Vedas are callyd Mantra Vidyq
(science of unity), and Yajna Vidya (science of
plurality), The Mantra Vidya i5 also called Mala
Vidya (.cience of the root), and Yajoa Vidya is
called Tula Vidya (science of explanation). Further,
Mantra Vidya is designated as Brahman Vidya
('he science of ultimate Being), and Yajna Vidya js
called Brahman ; Vidya (science of cosmic processes
or forces),

The Vedic metaphysics, therefore, is  both
monistic and phuralistic, uaitive and divisive, The
unity concerss the inner-most ground aod the
diversity is  associated with the extended pluralisic
cosmic reality, The unitive philosophy is a matter
of recogrition apd realfzau’on, termed as Darshana
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(sceing., Tne pluralistic reality is matter of actual
behavior, practice and grappling with the environ-
ment, termed as Varttana, This thought has been
summed up in the statement “Samadarshna and

Vishamavarttana”, i.e., ‘‘unitive phllosopby and

diff :rentiative behavior’’, By differentiation is meant
the acceptance of the differences between the subject,
and object self and environment, Wherever the word
Drst (secing) has been used in Indian thought, it
refers to Drashta (scer, the self), Wherever the word
Varttana is used, it refers to a concrete situation
of rec'procity between the unitive self and ploralistic
environment, This ethico-metaphysical characteristic
of Vedic thought pervades the bhistory of Indian
phil'osophy from the ancient to the modern times.

That is why all the classical systems are unanimous

in basing their views on the Vedic aothority,

The other concepts which need clarification

are those of Brahman and Atman, The word

Brahman cannot be translated exactly, It has been:

suggested that Brahman is that which expands,
bzcaus: the teriu Brh means “to expand”. This
would be a wrong translation, because the Vedas,

L
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the U»anisads and the Bhagavadgita refuse to accept
Brahman as an activity itself, though all activity
is due to Brahman, All three sources of Indian
thought referred to here are unanimous in accepting
the fourfold nature of Brahman—

(1} Avyaya Brahman (the eternal infinite ground
of all, not even One),

(2) Aksara Brahman (the indestructible One,
absolute caus),

(3) Atmaksara Brahman (the supreme’ seif,
endowed with the potentiality of creation,
preservation and destruction, and’ hence a
creator, not yet differentiaed in subject and
object), and

(4) Visvasrit Brahman (cosmic form, the plura.
listic world ot galaxics, super galaxies and
individualities as an irradiation-of just one
spark of the supreme self),

It is noteworthy that Avyaya Brahman is not
even' One ora unity, In this sense, the On= of
Plotinus may be closer to Avyaya, though not exactly
dentical with it, ' The Avyaya is also called Parate
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para (beyond the beyond), Aksara is the absolute
indestructible cause, It is the One unmanifested,
potential cause, which at the next stage becomes
Paramapurusa, Atmaksasa (the supreme éelf, or
literally, the supreme person). It would be crrene
eous to entertain any anthropomorphic idea of a
person here, The literal meaning Atmaksara is
«Sel-limitation of industructible reality”’, Coms<
parison can be misleading, It cannot be identified
with thé .world soul, nor completely with Nous,
It is more Nous than world soul. It is an irradia-

tion from Aksara Brahman which is both One

and the Nous as a _potentality. This explanation.

would give the reader an. idea why many Upanisadic
passages appear to be contradictory, though they are
not so.

The Vedic and the Upanisadic Brahman are
identical on account of this fourfold nature — The

ground the cause, the supreme self, and the cosmic
form,

Atman (the scif) or Purusa (man) is exactly a
miniature Brahman, The fourfold nature of man
has been stated to be the sum of Atman (pure
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being), the Buddhi (the causal self), the Manah
(the creative psyche—mind); and Sarira {the
physical body with gsepse organs and organs of
action), The gradation in the case of Brahman
from Avyaya to Visvasrit is from subtle and mo'.i:t
fundamental to less subtle and dependent as abvolly
stated, n the case of man, called Adhyatma, the
gradation is from the most subtle to the most gross,
Based on this fourfold’ cosmic metaphysics and
human nature, are the fourfold social, ethical and
philosophic systems in the Vedas, the Upanisacs
and the Bhagavadgita Unilike Plato, the social
system in the Vedic tradition is pot threefold, but
fourfold, becauce of the spiritual, the intellectual,
the mental, aad the physical aspects, The fourfold
values parallel ¢o Platonic virtyes are Artha
economic value), depending on temperance; Kamg
(love), depending on justice and couragy; and
Mokso (spiritual perfection), depending on wisdom,
The Upavisads also state the fourfold natue .of knoa
wledge, based on the four levels of Jagrat (waking
consciousness); Svapana ( dream consciousness );
‘Susupti (deep sleep consciousness Oor unconsciog-
sness); and Turiya (supra-consciousness, assc ciated
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with the spiritual self, the causal self, the mental
se!f and the physical self, respectively). The word
Cit (consciousress) applies both to wakirg and
dream consciousness and the word Acit (uncon=
sciousness) as the ground of Cit (consciousness), is
not to be understood as deviod of comscicusness,
The word Turiya is beyohd the concept of Cit and
Acit. Incidently, Plotinus’s gradation of the stages
from the physical to the level of the One, so far
as soul’s journey back to the One is concerned, seems
to be paral’el to this hierarchy,

The detsiled discussion cf the fourfold of nature
of Purusa in the Bhagavadgita is given in the article
¢«The Plotinian One and The Concept of Param.
purusa in the Bhagavadgita”, However, it seems
important to mention that the philosophy of the
Bhagavadgita propounds four, not three paths, as
it is commonly believed, These four paths or the
methods, the Yogas, of attaining enlightenment
are : the Budchi Yoga corresponding to the
spiritual aspect of man (the Bnddhi here may mean
Ncus, which is closer to the One); Jnana Yoga,
ccrrespouding to the intellectual or rational aspect
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(Joana and V jnana ss eéxplained eaflicr, are come
bined in this poth), Bhakti Yoga, corresponding
to the mental aspect, and Karma Yoga, corres-

ponding to the physical nature of man, It is perti-

nent to point " out that the first six discourses of

the Bhagavadgita are devoted to the Budchi Yoga,
the seveuth and-eighth discourses expliacate the Jnana
Yoga, the ninth to twelfth discourses explain the
Bhakti Yoga, ana the last six discourses expound the
Karma Yoga,

On account of want of space and the propriety
of not caossing the limits of the universe of discourse,
it would be desireable to confine an introductiah to
Indian thoﬁght to the presentation given above, How-
ever, any comments and questions would be wel-

comed for further clarification.

The thought of the Bhagavadgita is closest to
that of Plotinus so far as meta‘ph‘&sics, ethics and
epistemology are concerneéd, Both the Bhagavadgita
and Plotinus accept contemplation (Yoga; as the

method of salvation or the union of the individual

soul with the One, The Bhagavadgita, as has been
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stated already, regards the way of intellect (Buddhi
Yoga) as the highest technique. Plotinus likewise
advocates contemplation, Whether Plotinus’s medi-
tation precedes his m taphysical system, oOf the
formulation of the metaphysics precedes meditation,
is not of acidemic significance, The tra'h is that
he asserts that meditation does lead to the union
of the One, The Bhagavadgita clearly emphasiz?s
that this Yoga or union of the individual soul with
the indestructible One, ultimate Brahman, requires
contemplative knowledge of the Truth, incloding
the realization of it in the pluralistic universe as well
as constant contemplation of the One. It is also
advocated that once perfection or God-realization
has been attained, there is no rebirth of the soul,
The soul attains its highest abode, It is beycnd
all limitations of time, space and causality, In the
cighth discourse of the Bhagavadgita, it is stated
that all the individaal beings become manifest
or actualized, because theit matrix is unmanifested.
The etire host of beings is cyclically manifested and
merged back into their source, But higher than
the unmanifested source (Plotinus’s second bypos~

tasis) is another essence, which s subtler than the
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subtlest and which is no. destioyed even when all
manifested beings are destroyed, This unmanfest,

indestructible essence is called the ultimate abode,
Attainment of that abode means salvation,

The first paper, “Indian Wisdom and Porphyry’s
Scarch for a Universai Way” by De O Meara,
18 concerned with salvation io the sepse of ultimate
abode, It highlights maay philosophical parallels
and historical daia with reference to the closeness
of the Greek and the Indian culture, The author
quotes Saint Augustine to emphasize thay Propnyry
was awefre of lindian thorgnt and cultare, It may
be recalled here that the quotes from the Greek
and Roman sources, inclading Megasthenes, cons-
tantly refer to Cymnosophis's, The word Gym-
nosophists is a variation of the Sanskrit words Jaina
Muni, “Jaipa monk;’. it is true that Jainism was
popular in India at that time, However, Megasthenes
used the term Gymnosophist bote for the Vedic
Philoscpheras, the Brahmanas, and the Jaina and
the Buddbist ascetics, Sramanas,

The quote from Megisthenes tferring to the
similarities between Greek thought and the ““first
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principles operating in the universe’® held by the
Indians at that time, is most pertinent, It clearly
refers to the philosophy of the Upanisads and that of
the Bhagavadgita, Reference to God (Brahman) as
light, which is discerned by the enlightened sages,
again shows the acquaintance of Megasthenes with the
Upanisads and the Bhagavadgita at least indirectly,
The Muadaka Upanisad says :

There the stainless and invisible Brahman
shines in the highest golden sheath, It is

the light of lights; it is that which they know
who know the self,

In the Bhagavadgita as well, Brahman is desi~
gnated as ¢ ‘the light of lights’, which illumines
everything that exists’, These facts, combined with
the direct or indirect evidence of the mutual
exchange between the cultures of Greece and India,
are corroborated  historically from both sides.
Since the philosophies and theeries of the then Iindia
have been alluded to in Greek sources, itis possi-
ble that more evidence in this regard could be
collected by the scholars, Professor O’Meara’s effort
to throw light on the parallels, both philosophical

g\ |

K1 DAY;

d
S
S

R PURNADAYAL 3



K1 DAY;

d
S
S

g\ |

R PURNADAYAL 3

( 36 )

-

and historical, opens new fields for further investi- \
gation, |

The next two papers, “Plotinus and the Upani-
sads” by Dr, Hatab and “Proclus and the Tejo-

bindu Upanisad” by Dr, Rosan, are nccessary for

some misunderstandings about Plotinus and Hinduism,
He has made an attempt to point out that it would A

the understanding of Neoplatonism and Indian tho- "*
ught, Dr, Hatab has drawn inspiration from a 1
wider range of Upanisads with a view to removing N
3
!

be erroncous to hold that the world is an illusion, tﬂ
either according to the Upanisads or Plotinus, In this
connection, our previous observation about the ‘
connee:pt i?.f B;ahu;an in its four aspects, as depicted ;

et

in the Ve_das,}vfuitther supports Dr, Hatab’ viewpoint,

Sy
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